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English as an Additional Language (EAL) Policy

1
Introduction

1.1 
In our school, the teaching and learning, achievements, attitudes and well-being of all our children are important. We encourage all our children to achieve the highest possible standards. We do this through taking account of each child’s life experiences and needs.

1.2
A number of our children have particular learning and assessment requirements, which are linked to their progress in learning English as an additional language.

1.3
An EAL pupil is a pupil whose first language is not English. This encompasses pupils who are fully bilingual and all those at different stages of learning English.

1.3
Children who are learning English as an additional language have skills and knowledge about language similar to monolingual English-speaking children. Their ability to participate in the full curriculum may be in advance of their communicative skills in English.

2
Aims and objectives

2.1
To give all pupils the opportunity to overcome any barrier to learning.
2.2
To welcome and value cultural, linguistic and educational experiences that pupils with EAL bring to the school whenever possible.
2.3
To implement appropriate strategies to ensure that EAL pupils are supported in accessing the full curriculum.
2.4
To help EAL pupils become more confident and fluent in speaking and listening, reading and writing in English in order to achieve their full potential.

2.5
To encourage children to practice and extend their use of English.

2.6
To encourage and enable parental support in improving children’s language skills.

2.7
To maintain pupil’s self-esteem and confidence by acknowledging and giving status to their skills in their own language. 
3
Teaching and learning style

3.1
In our school, teachers take action to help children who are learning English as an additional language by various means:

3.1a 
developing their spoken and written English by:

· ensuring that vocabulary work covers the technical as well as the everyday meaning of key words.
· explaining how speaking and writing in English are structured for different purposes across a range of subjects.
· providing a range of reading materials that highlight the different ways in which English is used.
· ensuring that there are effective opportunities for talking, and that talking is used to support writing.
· encouraging children to transfer their knowledge, skills and understanding of one language to another.
· differentiated groups for Phonics teaching that are re-assessed termly.

3.1b
ensuring access to the curriculum and to assessment by:

· using accessible texts and materials that suit children’s ages and levels of learning.
· providing support through ICT, video or audio materials, dictionaries and translators, e.g., Google Translate.
· using the home or first language where appropriate.

3.2
The school have invested in the Learning Village Resource. This provides teachers with a variety of tools to aid the teaching and learning of our EAL children. The resources include:

· Virtual learning - individual children are assigned differentiated tasks/activities/resources to support their learning in the classroom if appropriate. This allows teachers to support their individual EAL children regardless of where they are on the EAL continuum assessment. The children accessing this learning can also be assigned lessons to work in small groups alongside a TA or teacher. This could be for pre-teaching, or it could be used as a consolidation tool.
· Physical learning resources - These enable teachers to create resources specifically targeting an EAL child. This is due to the fact that resources can be created with the translation to support a child in their own mother tongue, alongside pictures to support. These resources include flash card, cloze procedure tasks, text extract editor, sentence editor, word frequency tool.
4
Curriculum access

4.1
All children in our school follow the curricular requirements of the Foundation Stage and the National Curriculum. Children with English as an additional language do not produce separate work.

4.2
The Curriculum Content Learning Journey of the Learning Village can be used to support the areas of the National Curriculum, for all our primary children. 
4.3
In the Foundation Stage we plan opportunities for children to develop their English, and we provide support to help them take part in activities.

4.4
The Foundation Stage helps children learning English as an additional language by:

· building on children’s experiences of language at home and in the wider community, so that their developing uses of English and of other languages support one another.
· providing a range of opportunities for children to engage in speaking and listening activities in English with peers and adults.
4.5
As appropriate and where necessary, children are put into groups according to their academic ability rather than their language skills. This keeps children challenged and motivated.

4.6,
If possible, we use the bilingual skills of our children by asking them to translate for each other. This helps build friendships as well as showing respect for their language.

4.7
Children are teamed up with a ‘buddy’ during their settling in period. If possible, this will be with a child who shares the same mother tongue.

5
Assessment

5.1
Children are assessed three times annually. We at St Botolph’s have chosen to use the NASSEA EAL Continuum Assessment Framework. This assessment framework provides a teacher with the tool to monitor and record the progress of their EAL learners. Individual children’s records will be updated in December, April and July. This data is stored on a shared drive.
5.2
This assessment is additional to our whole school assessment.
5.3 The statutory assessment arrangements of the National Curriculum allow us to make special arrangements for children who are learning English as an additional language.
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