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Geography at St Botolph’s CofE Primary School
The Intent
At St Botolph’s, we want our children to ‘strive to be the best they can’. Geography is relevant to our ever-changing world; we want our children to be inspired by this and to feel confident to question and discuss issues. In our diverse society, children need to understand other people and cultures more than ever before. Our intent is to instil and encourage a natural curiosity and fascination about the world to promote an interest of diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments alongside a secure understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. Through revisiting these areas in our spiral curriculum, children will remember more, know more and understand more. It is essential that we give the children opportunities to grow spiritually, morally, socially and culturally. Children can develop in these areas as they learn Geography through practical experiences in preparation for exploring the world.
[bookmark: _Hlk40351314]Geography Summary
Geography is an essential part of the curriculum as it provides a means of exploring, appreciating and understanding the world in which we live and how it has evolved. Geography teaches an understanding of places and environments. It encourages children to think geographically; they learn about their local area and compare their life in this area with other regions in the United Kingdom and regions around the world. To give the children the opportunity to absorb information about their local area and put their learning into context, our school celebrates ‘Lincolnshire Day’ during the Autumn Term. The aim of this is to give the children a purpose as to why we learn about our local area; we want them to feel connected to their town and make links to places they visit or pass every day. 
The children learn how to draw and interpret maps and they develop skills associated with research, investigation, analysis and problem-solving. Geography is underpinned by the link between the physical and human environment; it opens opportunities to consider the future of our planet. Through their growing knowledge and understanding of human geography, children gain an appreciation of life in other cultures. This enables the children to be aware of the world around them as well as their own responsibilities and recognising the importance of sustainable development for the future of mankind. 
Geography Policy
2026 -2027
Our Aims
The aims of Geography at St Botolph’s are:
· To stimulate children’s interest in their surroundings and develop knowledge and understanding of places in the world.
· To increase children’s knowledge of other cultures and in doing so, teach a respect and understanding of what it means to be a positive citizen in a multi-cultural country.
· To provide learning opportunities that enthuse, engage and motivate children to learn and foster a sense of curiosity and wonder at the beauty of the world around them.
· To allow children to learn graphic skills, including how to use, draw and interpret maps and to apply these skills to globes and atlas maps, identifying geographical features.
· To enable children to know and understand environmental problems at a local, regional and global level as well as being aware of their own surroundings through learning about their own locality. 
· To encourage and instil in children a commitment to sustainable development and an appreciation of what ‘global citizenship’ means.
· To develop a variety of other skills, including those of enquiry, problem solving, computing, investigation and how to present conclusions and opinions. 
· To enable children to work geographically in a range of appropriate contexts, using a variety of materials and equipment including other people’s experiences and knowledge. 
· To develop the ability to use and apply geographical skills in other areas of the curriculum and in real life. 


Implementation

Geography Curriculum Planning
At St Botolph’s, we have used the Chris Quigley Essentials Curriculum and the e-learning resource Oddizzi to develop our Geography curriculum. The combination of these resources has enabled us to ensure that all statements from the National Curriculum are taught. We have also been able to take account of our context within the school curriculum. We have ensured that we make the most of our locality and we have also selected to study localities where the human activities and physical features provide a contrast to those that predominate in our own immediate area.
Our Geography curriculum is organised around threshold concepts (groups of knowledge bound together by a set of big ideas). Each threshold concept is repeated in many topics which helps pupils to assimilate new information into schema. This organisation supports progression. Combining these threshold concepts with the Oddizzi topics enables us to immerse our pupils in the real world. The online resources show children the world through the eyes of people who are passionate about the places they are sharing. 
The Teaching and Learning of Geography
At St Botolph’s we teach Geography every other week in topic blocks. Topics are selected from Oddizzi and The National Curriculum and have been chosen to ensure that they deliver information as outlined on our school Geography roadmap. The roadmap contains the essential information from EYFS to Y6 to enable us to feel confident that we are supporting children in fully understanding, embedding and absorbing new information. 
Oddizzi supports teachers with their medium and short-term planning. It provides teachers with key vocabulary, key skills and knowledge to plan high quality geography lessons. Our principal aim is to develop the children’s knowledge, skills and understanding in Geography and Oddizzi provides teachers with the flexibility to uses a variety of teaching and learning styles. We encourage children to handle artefacts and to ask as well as answer geographical questions. We offer them the opportunity to use a variety of data, such as maps, statistics, graphs, pictures, aerial photographs, and geographical footage. Wherever possible, we involve the children in ‘real’ geographical activities.
We provide suitable learning opportunities for all children in numerous ways. We use Oddizzi’s Geography Vocabulary Progression document that ensures children develop their geographical language at an age-appropriate rate. Additionally, teachers may set differentiated challenges, use mixed attainment pairings and provide supporting resources e.g. widget cards to support the understanding of all children in Geography.

Fieldwork
Fieldwork and visits are vital to good Geography teaching and we include as many opportunities as we can to develop geographical enquiry and skills. These opportunities provide a stimulating and valuable experience. The Policy for Educational Visits, Staged Risk Assessments and Evolve are used to plan all trips outside of school. Throughout school, opportunities for fieldwork beyond our school gates are provided in EYFS, Year One, Year Two, Year Four and Year Six.

Resources
We audit our geography resources annually and update resources to ensure that teachers have the necessary equipment to teach high quality lessons. All resources are stored centrally. We have a range of textbooks, such as atlases as well as iPads and interactive boards to access the internet as a class and there is a wide range of geographic material in the school library. People with an interest, or expertise, in a particular topic or area of geography could be invited into school to work with the children. These might be parents, grandparents, other family members, neighbours, friends of staff or representatives of the local community.

Foundation Stage 
Geography is taught in Foundation Stage as an essential part of the topic work covered during the year. We relate the geographical aspects of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the Early Years curriculum which underpin the planning for children aged three to five. Geography makes a significant contribution to the ELG objectives of developing a child’s understanding of the world through activities such as finding out about different places and habitats and investigating our locality and changes in the world around us as they occur.

Assessment
At St Botolph’s School assessment is an integral part of the teaching process. Assessment is used to inform planning and to facilitate differentiation. The assessment of children’s work is on-going to ensure that understanding is being achieved and that progress is being made. Feedback is given to the children as soon as possible, and marking work will be guided by the school’s Marking Policy. We use Insights as part of assessing Geography in line with how we assess all Foundation Subjects at St Botolph’s.

Monitoring and Review
Geography is monitored regularly through sampling children’s work, looking at planning and resources used to deliver Geography lessons. It is also monitored through book scrutinies and learning walks and/or lesson observations. The Geography subject leader meets with the named Geography governor regularly to inform and update them about geography throughout the school. They also support colleagues in the teaching of Geography, ensuring that resources, such as Oddizzi and Digimaps are available. Any changes to log in details are shared so that they are always readily available to support teaching and learning. On Oddizzi, children are moved up to their new class in September to enable teachers to use the individual log in to supplement their teaching, if they would like to use this option, such as signing in to quizzes to reflect on prior learning. Any new children who start throughout the year can be added on by class teachers.

[bookmark: _Hlk40351483]Impact 
Geography provides a means of exploring, appreciating and understanding the world in which we live and how it has evolved. It contributes to the cultural, social, spiritual and moral life of our children as they acquire knowledge of a range of different cultures and traditions and learn tolerance and understanding of other people and environments. We want our children to have gained enjoyment of geography; knowledge of the world around them and different environments and the ability to take practical geographical skills, such as map reading, to enable them to explore their world. We feel that these foundations will enable them to continue to develop their geographical skills and knowledge as they move to KS3 and provide them with the basic skills in the future to explore a world that is wide open with opportunities to travel and work in different cities and countries across the world.
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