

Science, Art & DT RISK ASSESSMENT


It is the responsibility of the activity lead to ensure all participants (including volunteers and student helpers) are aware of the risks below.
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	C
	List Hazards Here
	List Groups of People
at Risk
	List Existing Controls
	Risk Level

	
1
	Paints:
-Contact with eyes and skin.
-Spillages causing a slip hazard.
	Pupils, Staff, volunteers, and staff
	· Pupils are taught how to be sensible when using paint and must wear art shirts.
· Only safe and non-toxic paint to be used in school, only paint bought by the school from a DFE approved supplier should be used in lessons. 
· Pupils are to be supervised during each activity.
· Pupils are to be encouraged to thoroughly wash their hands after each activity.
· Any spillage is cleaned up immediately and the floor is in a dry, safe condition, wet floor sign used if needed.
· Staff to be aware of any children who have allergies or could be at risk of possible reaction to the materials used.
· First aid to be administered in the event of injury and ingestion
	Moderate Supervision



1


	2
	Using Clay and modelling dough

-Contact with skin and eyes.
-Damage to clothes.
	Pupils, Staff, volunteers, and staff
	· Pupils are taught how to be sensible when using clay and wear an art shirt.
· Staff to watch for any adverse reaction when pupils are using the clay.
· Staff to be aware of any children who have allergies or could be at risk of reaction to the clay.
· Pupils thoroughly wash their hands after using the clay.
· Pupils to be given clear instructions before the activity.
· Any spillages of clay and/or water are cleared immediately to avoid a trip/slip hazard and use a wet floor sign if needed.
· Any tools used to work the clay must be appropriate for the age group and the children taught how to use these safely.
· First aid to be administered in the event of injury and ingestion 
· Consider ingredients and allergens when purchasing, class teachers to be aware of individual allergens of pupils and whether class activity is appropriate
· Clay to be stored safely in secure cupboard at ground level to prevent injury 
	Moderate Supervision

	
3
	Sewing

-Needle Injury
-Cotton cuts
	Pupils, Staff, volunteers, and staff
	· Pupils are supervised during the activity.
· Cotton strands etc. are cut using only scissors.
· Only materials which can be easily sewn and/or stitched are to be used to avoid excess pressure being used to sew materials together.
· Finger bobbins to be supplied to help pupils sew materials which are denser to work & sew.
· Pupils are taught how to use a needle safely.
· Staff to keep needles out of reach of children and count out the number of needles given and count them back in.
· Class teachers to consider the needs (including SEN) of the child as well as ability for example plastic needle instead of metal and thicker thread may be safer and more appropriate. 
	Moderate Supervision

	
4
	Using Glue,

-Contact with Skin & Eyes
	Pupils, Staff, volunteers, and staff
	· Pupils are instructed not to use excessive amounts to avoid spillages.
· Adhesives to be water based rather than solvent based, and they must be non-toxic.
· The manufacturer’s instructions should be read and followed by all staff.
· If glue comes into contact with skin this should be washed off. 
· If glue comes into contact with the eyes children should be treated according to first aid procedures.
· First aid to be administered in the event of injury and ingestion. 
· Only glue purchased from a DFE approved supplier should be used in lessons. 

	Moderate Supervision

	
5
	Using Scissors Cuts
	Pupils, Staff, volunteers, and staff
	· Only round-headed scissors are to be used by pupils- if children require textile scissors this must be always supervised.
· Pupils are supervised during the activity and given instructions in the safe use of scissors.
· Scissors must be safely stored. For younger children, this must be out of reach.
· Any faulty or damaged scissors should be disposed of.
· Children should not be walking round with scissors. If children need to, they should be correctly shown how to carry scissors.
	Moderate Supervision

	
	Using a Glue Gun

	Glue on the skin and
Removing glue from the skin
	

	· Contact child’s parents immediately as further medical advice and treatment might be needed.
· Do not remove glue from the skin without seeking medical attention. There could be a deeper burn or wound underneath.
· First aid kids in classrooms to include burn treatment kit.
· Plunge the skin into cold water straight away until the burning sensation subsides – usually for around ten minutes. Do not attempt to remove the molten glue. This could pull away layers of skin and leave a raw wound.
	Very Close Supervision

	
6
	
	Incorrect use of glue gun
	
	· Children taught how to use a glue gun. 
· Children taught about the dangers of hot glue, and the dangers of the hot nozzle
· Adults to check all glue guns work correctly before use. 
	




	
	
	
	· Moderate Supervision-melt glue guns are considered safer than hot-melt glue guns and should be used if possible.
· If hot-melt glue guns are to be used, these should only be used by older children and under strict supervision.
· Any electrical equipment should be regularly assessed for electrical safety.
· A glue gun stand should be used; equipment should only be purchased from a reputable supplier.
	

	7
	Using Tools such as hammers, screwdrivers, and saws.

Cuts bruises & abrasions
	Pupils, Staff, volunteers, and staff
	· Electrically powered tool equipment must not to be used.
· Pupils must be taught how to specifically use the tools such as a hammer, saw, screwdriver etc. safely before use.
· When using this type of equipment, there should be a higher ratio of staff to pupils and there should be sufficient space in the classroom for these tools to be used safely.
· When using saws children should use a cutting block or bench hook to support.
· All equipment should be counted in and out.
· Faulty equipment should be disposed of.
· When cleaning the dust, a wet cloth should be used to limit dust in the air
	Close Supervision

	8
	Using Balloons
Hygiene & Asthmatic problems
	Pupils, Staff, volunteers, and staff
	· When using balloons, balloon powered toys and/or party game equipment, which are blown or inflated by mouth, staff should ensure hygienic procedures are followed.
· Children should not share mouthpieces.
· Children known to be asthmatic or unwell should be monitored to assess their safety and wellbeing during the inflation of balloons.
· Any allergies of the material of the balloon must be checked.
	Moderate Supervision

	9
	Using Sharp Objects such as knives to cut.

Cuts & lacerations
	Pupils, Staff, volunteers, and staff
	· All cutting tools and equipment must be kept sharp to avoid excess pressure being applied.
· If cutting tools are used, a cutting board or mat should be used to avoid damage to unprotected surfaces and to prevent the knife from slipping.
· When selecting a knife to use for the cutting of food, careful consideration must be given regarding the age and ability of the pupil. 
· Any use of knives in the classroom must be supervised with a higher staff to pupil ratio. For younger children, this must be on a 1:1 basis.
· All storage of knives when not in use must be secure and away from children.
· Craft knives should only be used under strict supervision and by older children (KS2).
· Metal safety rules should be used when drawing straight lines with a craft knife.
· When using knives, they must be counted out and counted in.
	Close Supervision

	10
	Food general
	Pupils, Staff, volunteers, and staff
	· Consider ingredients and allergens when purchasing, class teachers to be aware of individual allergens of pupils and whether class activity is appropriate.
· Ahead of a food technology lesson, Teachers should refresh knowledge of the fourteen food allergens and basic food hygiene on Home | FSA Food Allergy Training
· Care will be taken when handling food.
· All children must wash their hands.
· All equipment should be washed before and after use.
·  All other equipment and clothing must be removed from the area where food is being prepared.
·  All surfaces must be cleaned thoroughly with disinfectant (provided by EQUANS) using the correct cloths.
· Ingredients must be stored appropriately.
· Adults are to place and remove trays in/from hot ovens.
· Ovens must be cordoned off.
· Baking should be stored safely and consumed on the day or sent home that night.

	Close supervision 




	
	
	
	· Craft knives with retractable blades should be used whenever possible. A ‘Quick Cutter’ is a safer alternative for younger children.
· The use of guillotines and trimmers must be supervised.
	

	11
	Making Holes in Paper, Card & Plastic
Stabbing Injuries, Cuts & Abrasions
	Pupils, Staff, volunteers, and staff
	· When making holes in materials, a pointed pencil can be used.
· Always ask the pupil to use blue tack or similar underneath the card that the hole is being made in.
	Moderate Supervision
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